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Good News

All shall be well, and all shall be well,
and all manner of things shall be well.
Julian of Norwich, 14™ Cen.

Dear Friends,

I very much appreciate your gracious welcome of me as your three-month, half-time interim minister.
I now have been with you for four Sunday services, a communion service, a Christmas Eve service, a
funeral, and a baptism — and I’m beginning to get my bearings. Also, I am now finding time to do
some visiting.

A big thank you is in order to the Deacons, especially Merry who has answered my questions about
the worship service; to Wendy who holds the congregation together from her desk in the office; to
Brenda and the choir for being flexible about the music; to all the children who are so attentive during
the “Sermon in a Bag;” to all the readers at the Christmas Eve service; and to Jack, all-around-
answerer-of questions. You all have helped me to settle in so gracefully. Thank you, too, for the
surprise gifts left for me on Christmas Eve!

We have two months left now before the end of my three months — a time to prepare for the
Congregational Meeting and to follow through on some of the items on the “To Do List.” Also,
David Stachkunas has spoken to me about reinstituting the Monday evening Bible Study which I
would love to do, beginning on January 12" and running through the last Monday in February. Speak
to me if you would like to attend and if you have a particular book of the Bible to propose that we
read together. We might take the Gospel of Mark, the shortest gospel, or, if you prefer, read the
lectionary texts for the following Sundays. I am open to your suggestions.

In the meantime, as we prepare to enter this New Year together, know that you are beloved of God.
And let us remember the words of English mystic Julian of Norwich who said, “All shall be well, and

all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.”

Reverend Betsy Aldrich Garland, Interim Minister


http://www.worshipatedgewood.org

The 116™ Annual Meeting of Edgewood Congregational
Church will be held following the worship service in
Lower Sawyer Hall. Reports from the minister, officers
and deacons will be received as well as financial reports
for the calendar year 2008 and the proposed budget for
2009 will be presented.

Annual
Church
Meel;l

’

= oec oty
& e FY

If you are responsible for the submission of a report, it
would be appreciated that you have that report delivered
to the church office no later than Monday, January 12"

If it is necessary to cancel the meeting due to inclement weather, the meeting will be held on
the next Sunday that a worship service is held.

Reminder. ..

of Cranston due to a snow storm, services at
Edgewood Chureh will be canceled.

The first envelope included in your box is labeled

4l off ering “Initial Offering” which is used to defray the cost to the
Inif! &,_Qpes church for the offering system. We would appreciate
E nV ~_ —=-/\  your making a contribution for that purpose.
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A Abigail Claire Lizarraga was baptized on
&] HO] Sunday, December 28", Abigail was born
= . on June 10" and is the daughter of Tony
7

‘\-‘*? B aptlsm and Katie Lizarraga.
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Congratulations to Renee & Kristin David on the
birth of their twin daughters, Evelyn and Julia.
Although the twins were born 11 weeks early, all are
doing well.

Qg@N Y%
-

58

a2

Patricia Conklin
«? Evelyn and Julia David
vQ) Nelsie Eckloff

§ Hope Fairbanks

Earl and Louise Harrington
5; Louise Hintze
‘g% Harriet George
Alice Laurenson

Bert Reid
Cathy Solina
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Dear Edgewood Church,

I want to thank Edgewood Church for their generous
— Christmas gift to me, I appreciated it very much.

Brenda



Faith Lights Our Way...

toward a sustainable future
The Second Annual interfaith conference on developing a religious
community response to Climate Change in Rhode Island

- aleading national speaker on stewardship of Creation
« 16 exhibitors and 8 workshops

La SALLE ACADEMY, 612 Academy Avenue, Providence, RI

Thursday January 8, 2009, 5:00 pm - 9:30 pm

A conference for clergy, lay leaders, parents, educators, business people,
students and other interested persons.
Save time! Pre-register at www.riipl.org/pre register.htm.
Please go to www.riipl.org/flyer2009.pdf for all conference details,
and lists of exhibitors, sponsors, workshops and speakers.

Questions? Send us an email or phone (401)338-3916.
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Rhode Island Interfaith Coalition
Fighting Poverty with Faith
An interfaith Prayer Vigil

to offer support to our elected officials as they begin their
new legislative session

January 6, 2009 at 3:00pm at the
Statehouse Rotunda

Members and leaders of faith communities throughout the state will stand for:

A vigil of faith in our elected officials that they will govern with wisdom and compassion
A vigil so no one will go to bed hungry or homeless
A vigil to provide healthcare to people in need

Please join us as our state’s clergy:
Offers calls for prayer
Names all elected officials and asks them to provide programs for people who need our
support

Spelling ¥2(EE

Members of Edgewood Church will be participating in an adult Spelling Bee Fundraiser to
benefit the ministry at South Providence Neighborhood Ministries on Saturday, January 24,
2009 from 2pm to 5pm at Calvary Baptist Church. Supporters of the team are urged to
attend and cheer them on for a minimal $§ 5 admission fee. Mario Hilario, from Channel 10, will
be the Master of Ceremonies. There will be pizza, beverages, and other eatables available,
especially after the contest is over. It promises to be a fun-filled, exciting afternoon.

South Providence Neighborhood Ministries located at Calvary Baptist Church on Broad
Street provides qualifying South Providence families and individuals with two weekly food
programs, financial assistance for rent and utility bills, toiletry needs, layettes for expecting
mothers, case management, advocacy and referrals to community agencies.

This program is the second largest food distribution programin the Providence area. SPNM
also has a wonderful daily after-school program for over 50 kids (elementary through high
school) from the area which keeps them off the streets, provides food snacks and dinner
daily, mentors the kids in their school work, provides a framework of justice and a sense of
responsibility tempered with love by the adult staff. It is a program that is greatly needed,
welcomed by parents, and constantly in need of money just to continue as it now is.
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This year marks a special event for the Souper Bowl of Caring. On February 1,
2009 it will have been 20 years since the youth of Spring Valley Church in SC
addressed the issue of hunger in their community

SOE%,ER o ) with this Super Bowl Sunday prayer: “Lord, as we
BeWL: /@ ) enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to
— be mindful of those without even a bowl of soup

to eat.” Over the past 20 years, more than $50

Million has been raised in cash and food for organizations that fight hunger. Be part
of this movement that begins in our own backyard and reaches across the nation,
sharing God’s love with those who need our compassion and care. Please give
generously as our youth collect donations on Super Bowl Sunday.


http://www.riipl.org/flyer2009.pdf
http://www.riipl.org/pre_register.htm.

Birthdafs&C

January 2 Andrew Coulam
January 4 Robert Idskou
January 4 Kenneth Idskou
January 5 Ed Lowell
January 15  Louise Harrington
January 17 Yolande Muoio
January 23 Brandon Idskou
January 24  Vernon Goff
January 27  Laura Pelkey
January 28  Hope King
January 28  Cheryl Harkins
January 29  David Stachkunas
January 31  Christy Morris

Happy Birthday Kids!

January 6 Jillian Proulx
January 6 Laurel Kelly
January 19  Samantha Ronzio

Happy Anniversary
January 19  Robert & Cheryl Harkins
January 21  Bill & Sandra Wiesendanger
January 27  Tim & Colleen Kelly

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Happy New | 6pm Girl Scouts
Yearl!
4 2" Sunday 5 6 7 8 9 10
after Christmas 10am Al-Anon 10am Al-Anon
7pm AA 3pm Girl Scouts 7pm Al-Anon 6pm Girl Scouts
10am Worship 3pm Prayer Vigil | 7pm AA 7pm Choir
11am Coffee Hour at the State Rehearsal
House
11 The Baptism of | 12 13 14 15 16 17
Christ 3pm Girl Scouts 10am Al-Anon
7pm Bible Study | 10am Al-Anon 7pm AA 7pm Al-Anon 6pm Girl Scouts
10am Worship 7pm AA 7pm Deacons 7pm Choir
11am Coffee Hour Meeting Rehearsal
18 Second Sunday | 19 20 21 22 23 24
of Epiphany 10am Al-Anon Spelling Bee for
7pm Bible Study | 10am Al-Anon 3pm Girl Scouts 7pm Al-Anon 6pm Girl Scouts South Providence
10am Worship 7pm AA 7pm AA 7pm Choir Neighborhood
1lam Coffee Hour 7pm EGSL Rehearsal Ministries
25 Third Sunday | 26 27 28 29 30 31
of Epiphany 10am Al-Anon
10am Worship 7pm Bible Study | 10am Al-Anon 3pm Girl Scouts 7pm Al-Anon 6pm Girl Scouts EGSL Registration
11am Coffee Hour 7pm AA 7pm AA 7pm Choir
Annual Meeting 7pm EGSL Rehearsal




